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Guidance for filling in self-assessment survey for roof owners 

The survey is intended to be completed by owners of roofs, but if you are a tenant or otherwise 
involved with the building you are welcome to complete what you can and return it ahead of 
discussion with the owner. This guidance document gives a brief explanation of why each question 
in the survey is being asked, and how to answer it. If you are unsure about anything and have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch at info@bristolenergy.coop 

Tenure details: This is to let us know what kind of a contract would be required for your roof, and 
how many parties would be involved. As one of the aims of the Bristol Energy Cooperative is to 
support community groups using the buildings by providing free electricity from the PV, we are 
interested in who will be benefiting from this (who the tenants/occupiers are). 

We are interested in whether the building is owner-occupied, the length of the contract, the notice 
period, and whether there is any long term commitment to the usage type of the building. 

Technical questions:  

The exact answers to these questions will be assessed by a professional PV installer and a 
structural engineer. These questions are just to give us an indication of the suitability of your roof for 
PV, so please give us as much detail as you can, but don’t worry if you are not certain of the 
answers.  

Orientation: The efficiency of the PV installation depends on how southern the orientation is – any 
orientation between SSE and WSW is acceptable, but the more south facing the better. This is one 
of the criteria we will use to choose between sites. 

Obstructions: Anything that is likely to cast a shadow over the roof, e.g. trees, chimneys, other 
buildings, landscape features (hills etc).  

Area of roof: How big the roof is, in m2. 

Angle of roof: What is the pitch of the roof? This is the angle from the horizontal – if the roof is flat, 
the angle would be zero degrees, if the roof was a vertical wall, it would be 90 degrees. The angle 
where PV is most efficient is 30 degrees, but other angles can also be OK. 

Area of usable roof space: The area of the part of the roof which can be used for PV.   

Vandalism risk: How easy would it be for the PV panels to be damaged - do people have access to 
the roof? Is it easy for people to throw things onto the roof? Would the PV panels be visible from the 
street? Is there much vandalism in your area? 

Visual structural inspection of the roof: What is the roof made of? What are the beams made of? 
Does the roof structure look like it is in good condition? Have you had any problems with the roof? 
How old is the building? Do you have any structural engineers’ drawings of the roof available? 

Scaffold access: Would it be easy to access the roof with scaffolding? Have you previously had 
scaffolding on the roof? How much did it cost to get the scaffolding set up? 

Location of meter: How accessible is the electricity meter in the property? Whereabouts is it? 



Space for inverter: The inverter converts the DC electricity from the PV panel into AC electricity 
which can be fed into the national grid. This is a box about 40cm wide and high, and about 25cm 
deep. It needs to be kept somewhere dry and weatherproof, and is fixed to the wall similarly to a 
fuse box or an electricity meter. 

Approx distance to inverter: How far away is the potential space for an inverter from the roof? 

3 phase supply: Does the building have a 3 phase electricity supply? 

 

If you would like any more information, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us: 
info@bristolenergy.coop  
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